Interview with:
Angel Romeo

Managing Director at World Music Central and Progressive Rock Central, International Sales
Director and Producer Ellipsis Arts, Owner Mindchild Records, General Manager Alula
Records

WM Oeaisis - You have been writing about world music in many years. How come you
developed such big interest in world music?

WM Oeasis - Your site is really the center and the heart of world music. You get info from the
whole world concerning, festivals, events, concerts, production etc. Is there any difference in
how people in different continents are interpreting the name world music?

A. Romeo -

WM Oasis - - As the creator of the world music central it’s important for me to know how
you yourself define the term world music, In South Africa

A. Romeo -



WM Oasis - World music, since the time the name has emerged, it has been subject for
speculations, critics and negative interpretations. Why all this negative reactions from artists,
ethnologist, producers, journalists etc.?

A. Romeo -

WM Oasis - World music is still a confusing term for many people, each one give his own
interpretation. Do you think the term world music is still valid and compatible today after 35
years?

A. Romeo -

WM Oeasis - Bob Brown first used the term "world music™ to describe the ethnomusicology
program in the 60°s. The same term, world music, was used as a marketing genre and took off
after meetings that began in June 1987. In Sweden the term appeared in the end of the 70°s
when the Swedish folk and progg musicians began to introduce foreign music and that music
got the name world music. What is the right definition of world music?

A. Romeo -

WM Oeasis - Many people have given the credit of the world music expansion in USA to Paul
Simon, David Byrne, and Ry Cooder for playing a vital role in helping to expand the world
music market. Is it right according to you?

A. Romeo -

WM Oeasis - Tinariwen who play western electric guitar is seen as a world music band, if
we change the perspective and take the rock band Quintessence that in the 70 “s used Indian
instruments in their music. Can we count Quintessence as a world music band? Same thing
with Gotan Project that has electrified the tango...

A. Romeo -



Jaques Brel as world music is pretty funny.



